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In a later debate his Lordship laid down what he believed
to be the goal or policy. " The maintenance and perpetual
continuance of British rule/' he said, " is the best way of
securing the happiness of the Indian people/'
While there was no change in the official attitude of rnind
towards the problem of satisfying the aspirations of political
India, Their Majesties' visit had succeeded in winning the
confidence of the Indian Princes and Liberal politicians.
That as Emperor of his Indian subjects he would celebrate
his Coronation in person at Delhi—the first Coronation of a
British sovereign in India—was regarded as an act acknow-
ledging " in the most public and solemn form possible " the
status of India within the Empire. King George's concern
for the spread of education in India gave an impetus to the
slow recognition of the claims of education by the Govern-
ment of India. The announcement of special grants for the
development of education was singularly appropriate to the
central purpose of leading India to the goal of self-govern-
ment.
Within three years from the date of Their Majesties' visit
to India, the Empire plunged into the War; the post-war
conditions were not peaceful and the problems of the Empire
in relation to the world became extremely complicated.
But it is gratifying to record the fact that the main features
of the Indian constitutional changes envisaged at the time
of King George's Coronation Durbar were translated into an
Act of Parliament in the year of the Silver Jubilee of his
accession to the Throne. In an estimate of this eventful
quarter of a century, the history of constitutional develop-
ment in India should be considered as a great achievement.
We shall trace the various stages through which that develop-
ment has taken place; but it may be helpful to the reader
if this preliminary chapter is devoted to a brief survey of
the structure of the Government of India as it existed at
the time of King George V's Coronation Durbar in India.

